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Abstract of JP20031 35571 
PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a 
plasma sterilization apparatus capable of 
effectively sterilizing the inner surface of an 
instrument to be sterilized, particularly an 
instrument in the form of a microtube. 
SOLUTION: The instrument 3 to be sterilized, 
introduced into a sterilization container 1 , is 
fixed in position by a fixture 6 and a gas 
containing components effective for 
sterilization or a gas producing such 
components is supplied by a gas exchanger 5 
into the container 1 . Next, a discharge plasma 
generating part 2 is inserted into the 
instrument 3 without making contact therewith 
to generate a discharge plasma. The 
discharge plasma produces from the 
components in the container 1 active particles 
having sterilizing action, such as chemically 
active atoms, molecules, or ions, to effectively 
sterilize the inner surface of the instrument 3. 
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